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Morning Prayer
April 26, 2020.

The 3rd Sunday of Easter



Opening Worship: When I Survey That Wondrous Cross
  I Stand Amazed
  Micah’s Song

Priest:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be always acceptable
in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Psalm 19:14 

A General Confession

Priest: Let us confess our sins, in repentance and faith in God’s forgiveness, firmly
resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all people;
meekly kneeling upon our knees.

People: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against You and
against  our  neighbors,  in  thought,  and  word,  and  deed,  through  negligence,
through weakness, and through our own deliberate fault.  We have not sufficiently
walked according to the mind of Christ.  We have named the Name of Christ, but
have not departed from iniquity.  

We are truly sorry, and repent of all  our sins.  For the sake of Your Son Jesus
Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past, and grant that we may serve You
in newness of life, to the glory of Your Name.  Amen.

The Priest Declares Absolution, or Remission of Sins

Priest: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, desires not the death of
sinners, but that they may turn from their wickedness and live. He has empowered and
commanded his ministers to pronounce to his people, being penitent, the absolution and
remission of their sins.  He pardons and absolves all  who truly repent and genuinely
believe his holy Gospel. For this reason, we beseech him to grant us true repentance and
his Holy Spirit, that our present deeds may please him, the rest of our lives may be pure
and holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Alternate Version)
Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come. Your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us
from the evil one.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and
forever.  Amen.

Priest: O Lord, open our lips; 
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
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Priest: O God, make speed to save us; 
People: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Priest: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
People: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.

Amen. 

Priest: Praise the Lord.
People: The Lord’s Name be praised.

Venite - Psalm 95:1-7   (Responsively)

Come, let us sing to the Lord;* 
Let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving,*
And raise a loud shout to Him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God,*
and a great King above all gods.

In His hand are the caverns of the earth.*
and the heights of the hills are His also.

The sea is His, for He made it,*
and His hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,*
And kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.*
Oh, that today you would hearken to His voice!

A Song of Praise    (Responsively)

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.  Amen.
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Today’s Lessons:

1st Lesson - Joshua 24:14-25 

“Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away
the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.
(15)  And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods
of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD.”  

(16)  Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to
serve other gods,  (17)  for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our
sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through
whom  we  passed.   (18)  And  the  LORD  drove  out  before  us  all  the  peoples,  the
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our
God.”  

(19)  But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD, for he is a
holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins.
 (20)  If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you
harm and consume you, after having done you good.”  

(21)  And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD.”   (22)  Then
Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen
the LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.”  

(23)  He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your
heart to the LORD, the God of Israel.”  

(24)  And the people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and his voice
we will obey.”   (25)  So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and put in
place statutes and rules for them at Shechem.

2nd Lesson – 1 Peter 4:12-19  

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to you.  (13)  But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.
 (14)  If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of
glory and of God rests upon you.  

(15)  But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.
(16)  Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify
God in that name.  

(17)  For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with
us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  (18)  And
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“If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”
 (19)  Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will  entrust their souls to a
faithful Creator while doing good.

10  A Song to the Lamb  (Responsively)
Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power*
are Yours by right, O Lord our God.

For You created everything that is*
and by Your will they were created and have their being.

And Yours by right, O Lamb that was slain,*
for with Your Blood You have redeemed for God,

From every family, language, people, and nation,*
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

And so, to Him who sits upon the throne,*
And to Christ the Lamb,

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor,*
forever and for evermore.

Worship Song:  Alpha and Omega

Gospel –  Matthew 16:13-20  Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  (14)  And 
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.”  

(15)  He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  (16)  Simon Peter replied, “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  (17)  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
who is in heaven.  (18)  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  

(19)  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
 (20)  Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

Sermon – The Church After Lock Down
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The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth;

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  Who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit  and  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary.   He  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was
crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day He
rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church1, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Priest: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Priest: Let us pray.

Priest: O Lord, show Your mercy upon us.
People:  And grant us Your salvation.
Priest: O God, make clean our hearts within us.
People: And send Your Holy Spirit upon us.

Psalm 91
(1)  He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the 
Almighty.

(2)  I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”

(3)  For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence.

(4)  He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his 
faithfulness is a shield and buckler.

(5)  You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day,

(6)  nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.

(7)  A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not 
come near you.

(8)  You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked.

(9)  Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— the Most High, who is 
my refuge—

(10)  no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent.

(11)  For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.

1 The term “Holy Catholic Church” refers to the Church Universal – The Body of Christ
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(12)  On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.

(13)  You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion and the serpent you will 
trample underfoot.

(14)  “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, because
he knows my name.

(15)  When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue 
him and honor him.

(16)  With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.”  Amen.

Collect of the Day: 

Lord God, you are our Protector and we thank you for your protection from this virus.
We thank you for the covering of the precious blood of Jesus Christ which protects us
from all danger and disease; from every attack of the enemy.

We thank you for our President Donald and our Governor Ned and thank you for the
Godly wisdom which you have imparted to them and we ask that you continue to guide
them in our recovery in Connecticut and in the United States. 

Lord, much of the nation; much of the world has been infected with a spirit of fear.  We
ask Lord that you deliver the world and especially our nation from all fear; instead Lord
give us the gift of repentance and ultimately, the gift of faith.  

Forgive us Lord, our sins; our sins as a nation; the sins of our culture and the sins of the
world.  Have mercy upon us Lord; your precious creation.  

In the Name of Jesus we speak to this virus and we command it to die now, in the Name
of Jesus.  We forbid you any influence over any person or situation.  In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O God the author of peace and lover of unity, in whom is our everlasting life, whose
service  is  perfect  freedom;  Defend  us  Your  humble  servants  in  all  assaults  of  our
enemies; that we, surely trusting in Your protection, may not fear the power of any evil,
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

A Collect for Grace

O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us
to the beginning of this day; Defend us with Your mighty power; and grant that this day
we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all that we do being in
Your will, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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A Prayer for The President of the United States, and all in Civil Authority

O Lord, our heavenly Father; the high and mighty Ruler of the universe, who from Your
throne beholds all the dwellers upon earth; We beseech You to grant Your favor and
Godly  wisdom  to  President  Trump  and  all  others  in  authority;  bless  them  and  so
replenish them with the grace of Your Holy Spirit, that they may be in Your will, and
walk in Your ways.  Bless them powerfully with heavenly gifts; grant them long life in
health and prosperity; and finally, after this life, to attain everlasting joy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

A Prayer for the Clergy and People

Almighty and everlasting God, from whom comes every good and perfect gift; Send
down  upon  Bishops  Beach,  Dobbs,  and  Bena  and  all  other  Clergy,  and  upon  the
Congregations committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit of Your grace; and, that
they may truly please You, pour upon them the continual dew of Your blessing.  Grant
this, O Lord, for the honor of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

A Prayer for Mission

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the Cross
that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your
Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you
to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 

A General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, Your unworthy servants, do give You most
humble and hearty thanks for all Your goodness and loving-kindness to us, and to all
men; [*particularly to those who desire now to offer up their praises and thanksgivings
for Your mercies given to them].  We bless You for our creation, preservation, and all the
blessings of this life; but above all, for Your inestimable love in the redemption of the
world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  And,
we beseech You, give us that due sense of all Your mercies, that our hearts may be truly
thankful, and that we show forth Your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by
giving  up  our  selves  to  Your  service,  and  by  walking  before  You  in  holiness  and
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with You and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen.
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty  God,  who has  given  us  grace  at  this  time  with  one  accord  to  make  our
common supplications unto You;  and promises  that  when two or  three are  gathered
together in Your Name You will grant their requests; Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and
petitions of Your servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world
knowledge of Your truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.  Amen.

The Blessing  (Numbers 6:24-26)

Priest:  The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and
be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you his shalom.  
In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

Closing Worship: You Are My Strength

Morning Prayer                                                              April 19, 2020.                                                                            Page 9


